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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - 198571986
| Introduction
The Executive year 1985/86 marked the first time the administration
of the ASEG moved from Sydney.
It s Intended that it rotate from State to State (including Territories)
On a regular basis, now defined by general assent by all Branches to be for
a 3 year term in each State.

The year could also be described as the year when several nettles were

grasped. As a result, | hope that | can now give an objective view of the
state of the Society.

2. 5tate of the ASEG

The ASEG can be described as healthy and thriving in spirit, and moving
closer to a better and more practical balance between soft and hard rock
approaches. Certainly the successful Sydney Conference and Exhibition
attests to this fact.

However, our financial state has only moved from a parious condition at
the end of 1984/85 to one of precariously delicate health. In both years
our salvation has been from the profits of conferences. We must, however,
face the fact that conference profits can never be guaranteed: indeed,
sooner or later, we must anticipate a conference 10ss.

The bulk of the Society revenue, excluding profits from conferences,
comes from personal membership subscriptions. It has been instructive to
examine revenue on a per member basls. i

The table below glives a quick appraisal of the years 1984/85 and |
1985/86. In each year, for example, Income from personal membership
plus other™ sources has only just balanced the cost of publishing
‘Exploration Geophysics’, leaving a residual expenditure (secretariat plus
other) of approximately $34/member to be met by conference income. In
1984/85, this was insufficient, and the Society recorded a loss of
$190,848. We were fortunate that the dedication of the 1985 Conference
Committee yielded a considerable profit, resulting in a 1985/86 excess of
revenue over disbursements of $13,120.

____INCOME/MEMBER EXPENDITURE/MEMBER
Year Personal Dues Other* Conference } Secretarial Publications Other
1984/85 $25.00 $1400 $12.89 $25.47 $38.83 $12.89
1985/86 $35.00 $13.41  $50.7 $20.47 $49.40 $14.64

Other*: Excludes conference, but includes corporate members,bank interest, etc.

Our major concern as a committee this year has been to address the two
areas of major expenditure - the secretarial service provided by the
Science Centre and the publication of ‘Exploration Geophysics'.
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3. Secretarial Service

At the combined Federal - State Executive meeting held in September,
1985, an overwhelming majority voted that our dealings with the Science
Centre be heavily curtailed by the end of 1985.

This has been effected. At present, the bulk of the secretarial work is
being provided by a dedicated group of volunteers in Adelaide at 2
considerable saving in cost.

It must be stressed that this is only an interim measure. The ASEG is
now of a size which dictates the need for a professional secretariat. What
should be our main concern is to ensure that when this decision is made,
we get value for money and a truly professional service.

It is pleasing to record that at long last we now have our membership
records as a computer data base. For this, ASEG members should thank
Delhi Petroleum Pty. Ltd., and Jim Allender and Joan Scott in particular,

A particularly heavy load fell on the Society's Secretary, Peter Elliott,
whose enthusiasm and dedication have known no bounds.

4. Publications

As in previous years, our Honorary Editor, Don Emerson, has soldiered
on under an increasing load. The Executive Committee felt it was our duty
to provide at least some relief by shouldering the responsibility of the
financial decisions of the publication.

Andrew James' acceptance of the position of Business Manager ; and his
zeal and dedication are here gratefully recorded.

The Publications Standing Committee was set up in August, 1985, to
coordinate all the Society's publications, reassess the contract with the
publisher, and to establish a firm policy and set of guidelines for future
Executives to follow.

This committee determined that the current publishing contract was
financially untenable, as it placed no incentive on the publisher to reduce
costs and increase income. Under the terms of the contract, the ASEG was
committed to the publisher for 12 months even after notice of
cancellation was served.

The actions taken by the Executive were:

a] to cancel the current contract effectively at the end of Volume 17
(1986),

b] to renegotiate the contract for 1986 to provide better control and
more favorable conditions, and

c] to undertake a firm decision before the end of June, 1986, on
whether to continue with the present publisher or to look for
alternatives.

our current thinking on this matter can be gauged by the fact that
negotiations are proceeding with alternative publishers.

| would like to record my appreciation of the business acumen and hard
work on behalf of the ASEG by Terry Crabb and Andrew James.
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S. Corporate Status

A Corporate Affairs Standing Committee, consisting of Peter Ellfott
and Steven Greaves was set up to give advice to the current and future
Executives on the legal status of the Society, as it had become obvious
that the Society has in the past neglected certain legal obligations.

For the record, the ASEG is a Company (under the NSW Companies Code)
limited by guarantee. It was incorporated on the 13! of August, 1971. All
previous ties, for example with the SEG, which may have existed prior to
this appear to have been legally severed by the creation of this entity.

The maximum liability of ASEG members is limited to $20 under the
Articles of Association. However, legal opinion is that persons who hold
the titles of President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President and
Honorary Treasurer must be considered directors of the company, while
the Honorary Secretary must be considered to be the Company Secretary.
Under Company Law, the duties and responsibilities of these officers are
not trivial, and negligence can result in severe personal fines, or possibly
even penal impositions.

The issues arising from this affect all State branches and Conference
Committees. For example, any contract entered into on behalf of the ASEG
must be ratified by its elected Federal Executive.

Our thanks in clarifying the legal situation go to Steven Greaves and to
the legal firm of Simons and Baffsky.

6.5tanding Committees

Rotation of the Federal Executive from State to State has the potential
to exacerbate problems such as the need to maintain a corporate memory.
For this reason, we felt it was essential to provide continuity of advice in
several areas.

The mechanism established is through a set of standing committees as
set out below. Officers will be appointed to these committees for at least
a 2-year term. A report from each committee will be presented at the
Annual General Meeting by its nominated responsible officer, who is a
member of the Executive Committee.

_Standing Committees

Technical Standards

Chairman : John Haigh

Responsible Officer: John Haigh

Committee: Pat Hillsdon, Dave Pratt, Kit Dampney
Corporate Affairs

Chairman : Peter Elliott

Responsible Officer: Secretary

Committee: Steve Greaves, Ted Bowen
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| can now report that, only as long as it wishes to remain so, the ASEG
is classified by the SEG as an 'Affiliated Section’. The only advantage that
appears to have been afforded to Australian members as a result of this is
the ability to select representatives to sit on SEG's Annual Council
Meeting. It is now my very strong feeling that there is no tangible
advantage in this and that over the next few years the SEG must
demonstrate some profound goodwill if it wishes to retain its only
Affiliated 'Section’ outside continental America.

In order to pursue this, | was aggressive in promoting the concept of a

combined SEG/ASEG Conference in Australia. This has been approved by the
SEG Executive for Adelaide in 1988,

8. Conferences.

The overwhelming success of the Fourth ASEG Conference and
Exhibition in Sydney during September, 1986, has already been noted. While
the proceeds of this were vital to the Society's financial wellbeing, what
was most important was the professional spirit that was engendered. It
can be truly said that it did tremendous things to promote geophysics in
Australia.

The Executive’s profound thanks go to the Co-Chairmen (Roger
Henderson and Peter Gidley) and the Organising Committee. Tim Pippett's
efforts in organising the Exhibition are deeply appreciated. All in all, the
approach to the Conference organisation was totally professional and the
result compared favourably with equivalent overseas conferences.

Planning for the 1987 Perth Conference is underway, and, even with our
current industry downturn, there is room for optimism and excitement in
this. A total number of delegates equivalent to S0% of our membership

registered for the Sydney Conference; perhaps we should aim for 75% in
1987.

9. Branches.
| am pleased to note the foundation of what is now our largest State

Branch - NSW, with 272 members. Congratulations go to Andrew James, its
inaugural President.

10. Acknowledgements.

My undying thanks and gratitude go to my fellow members of the
Executive. In particular, Peter Elliott and Terry Crabb have been unflagging
in their efforts and have endured a massive workload. The ASEG is greatly
in their debt. The experience and acumen of Mike Middleton, Eric Firmin,
Andrew James, John Haigh and Jim Allender have been inspiring, especially
after the Executive Meeting which coincided with my 4ot birthday. To all
the unsung volunteers and to the Society at large, | doff my hat and say

‘Thank you'
Reg Nelson







nrerence

lic

ations










AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF EXPLORATION GEOPHYSICISTS
TREASURERS REPORT, 1985/1986

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, ADELAIDE, APRIL 10, 1986

As a company limiled by guarantee, the ASEG is obligated under the Companies
(N.S.W.) Code, to prepare audiled annual accounts, and to present these accounts along with the
auditor's report at the A.G.M.

Altached are copies of the audited annual accounts. The most significant items that
are apparent from these accounts are:

1.BALANCE SHEET

1.1) Excess of revenue over disbyrsements this year of $ 13120 compared to a loss last year of
$ 19848 was due mainly to the Sydney Conference revenue received in March 1986.

1.2) Sundry creditors of $46348 consists in the majority of a yet to be verified bill from
Blackwell Scientific Publishers for Yolume 16 of our Bulletin, "Exploration Geophysics”.

1.3) The difference between dues paid in advance this year of $6945 as compared to last year
of $21836 resulted from our dues notices not going out until early March. There are some sound
arguments for changing our financial year so as o close at the end of December.

2.STATEMENT OF REVENUE & DISBURSEMENTS

2.1) Membership was made up of 40 Corporate and 911 Individual members, with state.
numbers as follows:

NSW..iee e 272 QLD v 93
SAL A e 146 ACTe e rnes et 79
WAy 141 TAST siian A alel 9
VIO St oiie sne 95 OYERSEAS.............. 116
This year membership rates have been changed as follows:

MEMBERSHIP 1984 1985 1986
Active 25.00 35.00 35.00
Associate 25.00 35.00 35.00
Student 6.00 10.00 10.00
Corporate 150 150 200
Overseas 25.00 35.00 50.00
Overseas airmail 10.00 15.00 45.00

2.2) Conference surplus made up of:

VIC Petroleum Symposium, Rec. Jun 03,85......$1200

NSW conference in Sydney ,Rec. Mar 05, 85.....$45000
Actual profit from the Sydney Conference was $22000, with the remaining $23000 allocated lo
the Conference Abstract Yolume 16, 2/3.
11 should be noted that without this income, the ASEG would not have enjoyed a profitable year.
This remains an ongoing lesson, and | point out that in 1986/87 no such revenue will be
forthcoming, and the 1987 Perth Conference has yet to receive a substantial advance.

Congratulations to the 1985 Sydney Conference Commitlee on an excellent effort - it is <
appreciated. &

2.3) Bank charges were higher this year due lo added service fees resulting from the
instigation of credit card facilities.

P17 S
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2.4) Postage, stationery and secretar fal fees were $4000 lower (his year against last years
due to the transfer of the Secretariat from Sydney. The efforts of Peter Elliolt with the
newsletler, mail, minutes and membership; and Jim Allender and Delhi with the membership
data base cut down considerably on the labour cost component.

2.5) Publication expenses are exorbitant for the services provided by Blackwell Scientific
Publications. The Invoice for Yolume 15 ('84) was estimated to be $25000 by my predecessor.
In fect the bill received May 10, 1985 was for $33,660, which wes $7,230 more than the
income derived from membership dues for that period.

Immediate discussions with Blackwells commenced to try to reduce this bill, and to obtain a
verification of expenses incurred. Both approaches failed, and the final part payment of the
invoice was made in March, 1986. It is estimated that the invoice for Yolume 16 ( 1985) will

be in the vicinity of $45000, of which $23000 is already allocated for the Conference Yolume
16 issue 2/3.

2.6) The President attended the SEG Conference in Washington in November , and achieved much
on behalf of the Society. The cost breakdown of this trip:

Airfare Adelaide to Washington............. $2300

Accomodation - part thereof................... $ 700

Gifts to SEG Exec from the ASEG........... $ 65

GENERAL COMMENTS

This years Committee being the first outside of Sydney were faced with the
dilemma of running blind on certain items.

We were given a mandate by the Society as a whole when the joint State and
Federal Executive Committes Meeting of September 11, 1985, voted solidly in favour of moving
the Secretariat away from the Science Centre. Upon this move effectively taking place late in
November 1985, we were on our own.

This was to a certain extent an advantage as we worked out the essential items that
needed action, and can now generate a summary of pitfalls and preferred procedures for future
such Executive transfers.

To date a secretariat has yet to be appointed 1o look afier the mundane yet very
lime consuming items such as mail clearing, typing and banking.

The membership list was, and still is an absolute priority, and the efforts of
Peter Elliott, Jim Allender and Reg Nelson are 1o be commended in initially putting it up on the
computer at Delhi. The availability of the Delhi YAX is deeply appreciated.

This year has been a learning experience. The voluntary efforts of the Executive
and Conference Committees has been extraordinary, and on behalf of all members | thank these
gentlemen and their associated Companies, for their dedication over this 1985/86 year.
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ASEG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Adelaide, April, 1986.

EDITOR’S REPORT

1. Exploration Geophysics vol.16 1985,

During 1985 our Bulletin was produced in three (3) issues. Volume
16 No.1 was a speoial issue of 156 pp. devoted to magnetic models and the
ASEG GDF standard. Extra copies of the magnetic model section were run
off as a book to be sold by the ASEG. Volume 16 No.2/3 was another
special issue of extended abstracts for the Sydney Biennial Conference.
This issue of 177 pp. was well presented by guest editor P.J. Gunn ably
asaisted by P. Cooney and J. Odins. Congratulations and appreciation are
due to them for their efforts. Volume 16 No.4 is a 64 pp. issue on
seismics and borehole geophysics. This issue should have appeared in
January, but our publisher’s chosen printer has held up its completion
because-of technical problems. It is expected that this fssue will be
delivered in May this year.

2. Policy on papers for Exploration Geophysics

The ASEG Executive Committee has adopted the view that Exploration
Geophysics should endeavour to publish papers of direct interest to
practising professional geophysicists. Exploration Geophysics is neither
an applied mathematics journal nor a repository for trivia and exotica.
Case histories and intelligible results of relevant theoretical or
laboratory or field studies are to be encouraged and preferred. These
establish professional communication, impart useable scientific
information to explorationists and provide a bridge between field and
research workers. Theoretical papers must have illustrative worked
numerical ‘examples and be tied to field examples, where possible. All
papers must have clear fully captioned diagrams. Esotéric themes, papers
with considerable mathematical development, purely' theoretical work with
no attempted link to practice etc. will have to be declined for the time
being. Many such excellent papers are submitted, but the ASEG considers
it more appropriate that they be published in other journals. Financial
constraints i.e. the Bulletin’s limited number of pages and the need to
cater for its members’ professional needs have forced this policy on the

ASEG.

All members of the ASEG can assist in the soliciting and submission
of interesting, relevant papers by sending their own work to the
Bulletin, and by encouraging their associates, peers, and colleagues to

do likewise.

3. Delays in publication

The continual delays that occur with our Bulletin is a source of
much exasperation to your editor and indeed to all committee members. It
is hoped that these delays will be eliminated following completion of the
ASEG’s current discussions with Blackwell Scientific Publications, our

Bulletin’s publisher.







AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF EXPLORATION GEOPHYSICISTS

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT

The Publications Committee consists of:

Chairman: Terry Crabb
Business Manager: Andy James
Muscle: Frank Lindeman
Editor: Don Emerson

This standing committee was set up in August 1985 to
coordinate all the Society's publications, reassess the contract with the
publisher and to establish a firm policy and set of guidelines for future
Executives to follow.

The inaugural (and only) meeting of all the above members took
place on.Thursday September 12, 198S. Subsequently joint involvement in
the decision making process was maintained by telephone and letter, and
the Publication Committee then reported to all Executive Meetings.

The major action item has been concerning our publisher,
Blackwell Scientific Publications. Effective total cost to the Society of
each Volume has been escalating, with the May 10,1985 Invoice 3904, of
$33,664 being for Volume 15, 1984.
Efforts to get BSP to reduce this invoice total (as they did not meet some
contractual agreements) failed. Attempts to obtain satisfactory
itemisation of this invoice similarly failed. During the invoice dispute,
part payments were being made, with the final payment of $10000 being
submitted in late March 1986.
The current contract was obviously financially untenable and contract
renegotiations commenced in August 1985. The fundamental change was
from a BSP fee as a percentage of costs to a BSP fee as a percentage of
income derived.
The other mandatory decision was to cancel the current contract
effectively at the end of Volume 17, so as to avoid the rollover clause that
would keep us tied to BSP for yet another year.
It was then agreed that subject to suitable performance by BSP, the term
of the renegotiated contract would be finalised in June 1986.
In February 1986 BSP were advised that ASEG agreed with the terms of the
rewritten contract, and were requested to forward a contract for signing.
Nothing further has been heard from BSP. No monthly cost accounts have
been forthcoming and Vol 16, Issue 4 looks like being at least S months
late.
In brief, BSP have not performed, and negotiations are proceeding with
alternative publishers.
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RIRECTORS" REPORT
TO THE MEMBERS :

Your Directors present their report on the accounts of the Company for the
year ended 3 1st March, 1986.

1. The names of the Directors in office at the date of this report are:
President: R. G. Nelson
Ist Vice President: M. P. Middleton
2nd Vice President: E. L. Firman
Honorary Treasurer: T. N. Crabb
and the other other office bearers at the date of this report are:
Honorary Secretary: P. J. Elliott
Editor: D. W. Emerson

2 The principal activity of the Company in the course of the
financial year was to foster the science of geophysics.

3 The net result for the financial year was an excess of revenue over
disbursements amounting to $13,120.

4 The Memorandum of Association prohibits the distribution of
income and property by way of dividends or bonus. No dividends or bonus
have been paid or declared since the incorporation of the Company. No
dividends or bonus are recommended to be paid in the current year.

23, The Company's result for the year was largely due to the success
of the Sydney Conference. Problems with the publishers of the Bulletin
have forced negotiation with alternative publishers for future volumes.
Postage increases, especially overseas,-have forced an increase in these
membership dues. The transfer of the Executive from Sydney to Adelaide
necessitated a similar transfer of the secretariat from the Science Centre
resulting in some operational delays, but with considerable cost benefits.

6. Apart from the transfer of the Executive from Sydney to Adelaide,
there were no significant changes in the state of affairs of the Company

during the financial year.
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An Invitation
to
Australia’s First International Convention
on the Geology of Gold Deposits
May 16-20, 1988 — Melbourne

Theme:

“Gold and the Explorationist”. Asignificant thrust of this conference willactasa
forum for new regional and deposit studies as well as the latest techniques in
the search for gold.

Technical Programme:

e Regional studies of significant gold provinces together with regional
controls on gold mineralisation and reviews on placerand lateritic deposits
Case history studies on individual mines

Laboratory studies including mineragraphic contributions

Exploration techniques

Conceptual models of ore genesis

Excursions
Technical excursions to significant gold occurrences in Australia and the
South-West Pacific are being planned.

BICENTENNIAL GOLD 88

Official Airlines
Qantas Airways and Ansett Airlines of Australia.

Return fo:

Australian Convention and Travel Services Pty Ltd
GPO Box 1929, Canberra, ACT 2601, Australia




AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF
EXPLORATION GEOPHYSICISTS

5th GEOPHYSICAL CONFERENCE
AND EXHIBITION

“MEETING THE CHALLENGE™

Perth, Western Australia
commencing February 22nd, 1987

CALL FOR PAPERS

The theme for the conference is
“MEETING THE CHALLENGE”

Papers are requested dealing with ALL branches of Applied Geophysics. Some
preference will be given to case histories and those contributions dealing with recent or
innovative theoretical and practical aspects of the discipline.

Presentations will last 25 minutes.
Intending speakers are invited to submit a 300 word summary (with 2 copies) to:-

Perth ’87 Conference Perth ’87 Conference
Technical Papers Committee OR Technical Papers Committee
G.RO. Box F369 Society of Exploration Geophysicists
Perth 6001 PO. Box 702740
Western Australia. Tulsa, Oklahoma
74170-2740

Paper summaries must be received before JUNE 30th, 1986.
Successful authors will be notified before July 30th 1986 and will be requested to submit an extended

abstract (1,000 words and up to six figures) before September 30th, 1986. A volume of extended
abstracts will be published.

Telephone enquiries can be made to the following members of the Technical Papers Committee.

Peter Staples Terry Allen Eve Howell Norm Uren
09367 8450 09362 5122 09322 7355 09350 7092
Mike Middleton Don Pridmore Greg Steemson Vern Wilson

092223333 09277 7566 09367 7544 09457 0066
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